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To the Honourable 


Sir Arthur Acheſon } 


OF 


MARKET-HILL in IRELAN D, 
Knight and Baronet of Nova 
SCOTIA. 


SIR, | 
I AI * G frequently had the Ho- 


our of your agreeable Conver- 


22 [ation, and perceiving that you 
wiſh f or nothing more than the Fromo- 
tion 7 the Chriſtian Religion, and the 

true Intereſt of this your Country, for 
moulding the tender Hearts of Touth, in 
an awful Veneration of a Supreme Be- 
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ing., that they may be rightly trained 
uh for the Service of God and the 
| Good of their Country; I have thought 
# proper to ſhelter one of my Eſſays 
thiſ Way, under your Patronage. 


| HERE 2 will perceive, that the 
Authors who have inſifted upon the | 
N Proof 7 a Deity; have only by the By, 
| pouche _ the Topick of Conſcience, 
now largely treated of, which I ſubmit 
70 ä and the more chear- 
| Fully, becauſe I know that you have ac- 
' -curately ftudied the Law of Nature, 
| which layra 890d Foundation for ac- 
quiring the Knowledge of Theology, 
| and the Civil and Municipal Laws. 
; 


I at exceeding glad to ſee your 
''  Couniry-men here, ſo unanimouſly enter- 
| Taining youwith all theMarks of Civility 
and Aſection, that were due to a Gentle- 
man of your Birth and 2 Merit, 
who 41 deſcended from Illuſtrious Prede - 
ceffors, who, in Scotland, filled with Ap- 
Flauſe the high Stations of Secretary . 
State, and General of the Royal Mint. 
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DEDICATION. 9 
IN Teſtimony of the Pleaſure that the 


Clan of Cockourns enjoy, in having ſo 
fine a Gentleman for their Relation, I 
heartily dedicate this Performance to 


you, an 


Jpett, 


Sir, 


Tour moſt humble and moſt obedient Servant. 


d am, with the profoundeft Re- 


WILL. COCKBURN: | 


Edinburgh, Auguſt 
I 8h, 1726. | 
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Rom. CHA Þ, II. v. 14, I 5. 


For when the Gentiles which hade not 
Ve lum, do by nature the things con- 
tained in the, law, theſe having not 

. the law, are a law unto themſelves ? 
Which ſhew the work of the lqw writ- 

ten in their hearts, their conſcience 

/. ÞAobenring witne/s, aud their thoughts 

the mean while accuſing, or elſe cnc u- 

ſing one another. E 


— — 


Their Conſcience alſo bearing Witneſs. 


Ras VERY particular Perſon 
bath a Remembrgncer in 
4 himſelf, as a ſufficlent Te- 
5 8 ſtimony of his Creator, 
Lord and Judge. There 
is a great Force of Con- 
ſcience in all Men, by which their 
[| | Thoughts 


Thoughts are ever accuſing or excu- 
fing them; they feel a Comfort in thoſe 
virtuous Actions, which they find them- 
ſelves to have wrought: according to 
this Rule, imprinted upon their Mind 
by he divine Hand ; by which alſo they 
feel a Stins and ſecret Remortie for all 
impious Machinations and vicious Acts: 
Therefore, IL look upon that Witneſs, 
which God hath left to himſelf, and his 
own Being, as one of the moſt con- 
vincing Arguments for his Exifence, 


This is ſo ſafe, and fo ſure a Way to 


bring us to God, that unleſs we had 
ſeen him Face to Face, nothing could 
have poſſibly given us a clearer Evi- 
denee of the Being of a God., and of the 
Relation our own Beings have to him, 


than this hath done. How noble is the 
Underſtanding F 3 of Man, in which 


God hath eftabliſhed the Knowledge 
of - himſelf, and by which Man deter- 
mines his Actions and his Condition, in 
Reference to a ſuperior Being? For, 
Conſcience paſtes a continual Judgment 
upon all a-Man does, with Reference 
to Gad, whereby he endeavours, (when 
Conſcience is rightly informed) to con- 


form 
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+ the Objections 


„ 

form his Will to the divine Pleaſure. 
So certain is that Saying in my Text, 
T heir Conſciences alſo bearing Witneſs, 
either to accuſe or excuſe. Waving then 
t preſent) any Diſcourſe upon the 


4 
= of Nature ſtamped upon our Souls, 


till I come in due Time o ſhew the 
Origin of Laws; I ſhall endeavour Fir 
to prove, that our Conſciences indi- 
cate a God. Secondly, For further Con- 
firmation- of my Pofitioa, I ſhall anſwer 

rought by the Atheiſts, 
againft the very Being of a Conſcience. 
Thirdly, I ſhall wind np. all, with ſome 
practical and profitable Inferences. ift. 
then, That our Conſciences indicate a 


The firm Belief of a God, who will 
reward Man in a future State with 
Happineſs, or puniſh them with Miſe- 
, is the great Weight or Spring that 


Human AQivity, the Hopes and Fears 
of Men, and is in its Nature, fo fitted 
to raiſe the Paſſions to that Degree, 
that did not Experience fhew ns the 
contrary, one would think it morall 
impoſſible for Human Nature to reſiſt 
the Force of it ; only Men not * 
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1 
able to reconcile their wicked Practice 
with ſuch Principles as theſe; they ba- 
niſh as much as they can, theſe thoughts, 
and commence Infidels in ſpite of their 
Knowledge, and that in their own De- 
fence, that their Conſciences may. not 
'erpetnally rate them, and fly in their 

Aces. | . 

Can we then ſuppoſe this great Wheel 
of the Underſtanding ſhould move in 
us a Concern for pleaſing God, and 
correſponding to his bleſſed Will, for 
dread of future Puniſhment ? Can we 
imagine this, without acknowledging 2 
firſt Mover? Can we ſuppoſe that Con: 
ſcience moves abonht nothing moves 
in vain ? Whence could this Principle 
in Man come? We find it written in 
fair Characters all the World over. 
God (ſays the eloquent Orator Cicero 4) 


Hath imprinted on all Mens Minds the 
| Notiqn of a Deity, and there it no 


Notion or Kind of Men in the World; 
that have not ſome Kind of anticipating 
Thoughts of. a God, without being 
taught any ſuch Thing. With this Sen- 

B - timent, 
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Wo 
timent, the Philoſopher 8 agrees, 
who gathers the Exiftence of a God: 
fro that conna'ural Perſwaſion which 
is to be found in all Men, concerning 
ſuch a Being. 5 

This is confirmed, by conſidering, 
that Man ſees nothing here, but what 
is inferior 10 him, and under his Ju- 
riſdiction. If God had not been above, 
there could never have been any ſuch 


Thing as Fear and Conſcience telow.. 
There could never have been an Uni- 


verſal Fear of an inviſible Nothing, in 


cas et ith tel. of AS, Yiwwd Hen} hai 


all rational Creatures. God and Con- 


ſcience have a perfect Relation, in fo 


far as, the latter depends upon, and has 


continually in all its Doings, a Reſpect 
and Regard to the other. How 1s it 
oifible* to believe, a Diſtinction of 
ood and Evil, or a Conſcience about 
them, ſhould be naturally inherent in 


every Man, as we find it is, unleſs ſome 
ſuperior Power had made us, and fix d 


ſuch Principles in us, by our firſt Con- 
ſtitution, that gave us Notice of future 


Rewards and Puniſhments! How comes 
= | it 
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it to paſs, that Good 1s preferred before 
Evil, when Man's Inclinations are more 


rone to Wickedneſs than Goodneſs? 
he Reaſon is obvious, becauſe God 
(in our very Frame, ) hath determined 
theſe Things, and left an indelible Te- 
ſtimony in our Souls about them. For 
Conſcience is felt within every one's 
Breaſt, and every one is conſcious of 
its Motions and Effects. Is it not cu- 
ſtomary in all Actions, for Men to ap- 
peal to their Conſciences, even when 
erroneous? Conſcience in general, is 
nothing elſe, but our practical ſudg- 
ment, directing us what we ought to 
do, and what to avoid, approving or 
reproving us, according as we follow 


its Directions, or run counter to them. 


The Conſcience therefore is good or 
bad, conform to the Directions which 
it gives, for the Government of our 
Lives. It is called by the divine Phi- 
loſopher Plato, T heGharioteer, the great 
Guide and Governor of Man. By An- 
toninus, The Preſident and Leader; all 
which Epithets, declare the divine 
Wiſdom impreſſed upon the Soifl. So 
SS B 2 | great 


CTY 1 5 
great (ſays Cicero,) (a) is the Power 
of Conſcience, that thoſe who have 
committed any Fault, live in perpetual 
Fear of Puniſhment, In this Opinion, 
Plutarch, (6 ) Seneca, (c) and Juve- 
nal, (d) do all concur, | | 
Can we believe, that all the Exer- 
ciſes of Conſcience, in the Hopes and 
Fears we find fixed in them, about a 
future State, to be mere Deluſions, 
which they are, if there is no God? The 
At hei himſelf, with all his Skill, 
cannot. disband his own Fears, nor run 
away from his own Conſcience, na 
more than he can run a way from him- 
ſelf; he finds Seaſons when he ſmarts 
under the Laſhes of it; for tho? he 
ſhould retire into the remoteſt Seas; 
tho' he ſhould traverſe the wildeſt De- 
farts and Mountains, yet Conſcience 
will conſtantly haunt and dog him at 
the Heels, Men are full of Exerciſes 
cf Conſcience abonggThings not puniſh- 
able in this World, nor any Way diſ- 
cernible here, for in every Step they 
x +4 45-0 tad hate - 
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(a) Orat. pro Mil. (b) 5. 556. ed. 


66 
take in evil Courſes, they are their own 
Tormentors and Executioners, Whi- 
ther? no where can the Athięſt flee from 
himſelf, to find Shelter againſt the Force 
of God's Vicegerent ; if he ſhould take 
Wings and fly to the uttermoſt Parts of 
the 3 there it will find him; if 
he ſhould aſcend into Heaven, there 
it will accoſt and arraign him; if he 
ſhould deſcend into Hell, there God's 
Remembrancer will ſeize and torment 
him, by calling to Mind his wicked 
Deeds, that will prey upon, -and gnaw 
his fretted Conſcience. 

Even here it is the Fate of Tyrants, 
Perſecutors, Murderers, and other e- 
normous Offenders, to be gnawed and 
. tormented with their Conſcience, Ti- 
berius was his own Tormentor for his 
flagitious Acts. Let( e ) the DivinePowers 
(as he writes to the Senate) 7orment.'me 
worſe, if they can, than I am daily cru. 
ciated, Suetonius ( f ) relates, that Nero 
was haunted with his Mother's Ghoſt, 
and with the Laſhes and Tortures of 
Furies. 'This timorous Conſciouſneſs 
made 
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| 1979 | 
made Caligula ſtart out of his Bed, 
and hide himſelf under it, as often as 
it thundred- That Emperor who would 
be called a God, was afraid of that 
divine Voice; tho' he was pictured with 
a Thunder-bolt, yet he dreaded the 
true Thunderer. 

For Conſcience cannot but inform 
all Men, that there is a God, who 
ought to be dreaded, and had in Re— 
yerence, to whom all are accountable 
for their Doings. | 

St. Paul appeals to ' the Conſcience 
of the Heathens, for the Worſhip of a 
Derry. Tou have (ſays he to the A. 


* 


theniaus) erected an Altar to the un- 
known God +, This clearly demon- 


ſtrates, that you ow by the Light of, 
Nacuie, a ſupreme Being who governs 
all Things, but you warthip you know 
not what, whom therefore you igno- 
rantly worſhip, him I declare unto you; 
God that made the World, and all 
Things therein; fo that whitherſoever 
you caſt your Eyes, you ſhall diſcern 
legible Characters of a Divinity ings 
| ſe 


I Act, 17, 23. 0 


by Art and Man's Device. For if we, 
ho are only the Images of God: 
do live, reaſon and perform great Ex- 


— 


( 10 ) 
ſed upon all the Creatures. This can- 
not but inform your Conſciences, of the 
great Creator of all Things. Neither 
is he far from every one of us, for in 
Him we live, mode and have a Being; 
As certain alſo ſome of your own Poets | 
have ſaid, For we are his Of ſprings | 
From this innate Notion of heir Poet, | 
which they all owned and embraced, 
he takes Occation ro reprove them for 
their Idoltary. Foraſmuch then, as we 
are the Ofi-ſpring of God, we ought 
not to think, that the Godhead is like 
unto Gold and Silver, or Stone graven 


iſdom and Power, even infinite and 
eternal, belong to God our Creator, 
from whom we derive all the Beauties, 
Excellencies, and Perfections that ſhine 
in us. The learned Luminary of the 
Engliſh Church, Biſhop , Pear/on, ( IA 
agrees with me in this my Expoſition 
and Inference, from what the Apo- 
ſtle | 


(g) on It. Artic. of the C TY | | 


| 
. | 
loits, much more Life, Knowledge, 


— ——v- 


ſtle philoſophically Reaſohs with tlie 
Athenians ; and he adds, That the Mo- 
tice of a God, calls us to our Knees, and 
ſhetws the humbleft of our Devotions, to 
be hut juſt and loyal Retributions, 

That the Heathens from their Con- 
ſcience, entertained a Notion ofa Deity, 
appears from their ſolemn Sacrifices and 
Prayers, eſpecially in Time of Diſtreſs, 
that they might obrain Relief from an 
Almighty Power, and Succeſs in all 
their Enterprizes. So true is that Ex- 
— — of Jaiah Þ, which all Man- 

ind owned, That the everlaſting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth fainteth not, neither is weary. 
Fhere is no (earching of his Under- 
Standing. He giveth Power to the 
Faint, and to them that have no Might, 
he encreaſeth ftrength. Even the youths 
ſhall be faint and not be weary, and. the 
young men ſhall utterly fall. But they 
that wait upon the. Lord, ſhall renew 
their ſtrength. They ſball mount up 
with wings as Eagles, they ſhall run 
and not be weary, and they ſhall walk und 

2 | | ot 
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1 C. 40, V. 28. N 
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not faint. This is the Voice and Lan- 


guage of Conſcience in all Nations, who 
0 


dering the Inftability of humai 


Aftairs, and that even greater Powers 
were defended, and overpowered by a 
jeſſer Force, all the Earth could not 
but acknowledge, that God by his 


Providence reigned in the Werld, and 
diſpoſed of Crowns and» Sceptres to 
whom he would; and which is inti- 
mated in the 18th Chapter of Jeremiah, 


Verſ. 6. This innate Idea of a Deitys. 


perſuaded the very Heathens to make 
humble Application to the Oracles of 
their ſeveral Deities, for Advice in all 
their Undertakings and Difficulties. 

From hence jt may be demonſtrated, 


that there is ſomewhat in all Mens 


Natures, which adminiſters preſent Com- 
fort and Satisfaction to our Minds from 


good Actions, as alſo firm Hopes, or 


Preſages of a future Happineſs, as a 
Reward.(from the. Anthor of all Good) 
for them, when this Life is ended. 
Whereas, on the other Side, the great- 
eft Miſery and moſt diſmal Fears do 
proceed from evil Actions, from whence 
the Coliſcience ſeems furniſhed, as it 

| 0 were; 
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were, with Whips and Scorpions, to 
correct and puniſh all Enormities. So 


that it may from hence appear, that Men 


are not deluded in their moral Noti- 
ons, ei her oy Clergymen or Politici- 
ans, in Relation to their Acknowledg- 
ment of a Dein who will ſummon | 
them to an after Reckoning, before his 

Seat of Judgment, For Actions contra- 
ry to the Dictates of right Reaſon, or 


a well informed Conſcience, when ever 


© theſe come to be duly reflected on by 
the Doec, muſt needs, thro' their own 
Turpitude and Unreaſonableneſs, often 


make him highly diſpleaſed and angry 
with himſelf, whereby he loſes the 
Fo Happineſs of Life, namely, that 

f. ſatisfaction, which ſprings from the 
Reflection of the Mind upon its Acti- 
ons, when agreeable to the Rules of 
Reaſon, as the Satyriſt F Juvenal hand- 
ſomly expreſſes it; M hatever Impiety 


i committed by a bad Precedent, ii dis 


ful even to the Author of it. 
4 put 


* 


f oayr 13..— Exempio quodeungue” 
malo cominittitur, iff alſplicet Authorie 
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W 
Whilſt an Offender continues in a 
lamentable State of wilfu] Rebellion 
againſt God, he cannot but almoſt con- 


fantly be tormented with a dreadful 


Remorſe of Conſcience, proceeding 
from a Fear of Puniſhment, to be in- 


'| flicted by a Holy and juſt God. This 
Dread fe 


| Idom fails to torment the 
Souls of wicked Men, as the forecited 
Poet ſets forth : This (ſays + he,) is 
the firit Stroak of Vengeance, that no 
Criminal is acquitted, even himſelf be- 
ing judge. 3 


Now, all this may demonſtrate to us, 


that che Being of a ſupreme Deity is 


clearly proven from the uniyerſal Voice 
of . Conſcience, But for the further 
1 of this Poſition, I pio- 
ceed, © © | 
In the 2d place, to Anſwer the Ob- 
jections brought by the At heiſts, againſt 
the very Being of a Conſcience; ſo that 
if there be no Conſcience, conſequent- 
ly there is no univerſal innate Idea of 


a God. 
C 2 The 


+ Prima eft hec ultio; quod ſe judice 
nemo nocens abſoluiur. 1 


—— 
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* 
F 
The firſt Objection is, That what ig: 
called Conſcience, is nothing but ridj- 
culous Fear, babituated by Tales about 
| Inviſible Things. 

" To this I anſwer, 'That Conſcience 
8 could never be begotten in Men, by any 


| 

| 

, 
ca be confined within any human 
Bounds. Other Men are fo far from 

| "having the Power over another's Con- 

| feience, that a Man cannot govern his 
cen, for it gives its Evidence, whe- 
ther he likes it or not. The Work of 
|, Conſcience is often exerted in oppoſing 
one's ſelf, in the violent Emanations 
of his own Will, If it had been at the 
Ss firſt created by inven ed Fictions, or 
the Craft of Politicians, theſe would 
have terminated it, wherever the Truth 
was revealed, and the Cheat diſcovered. 
But let Men ſay as long as they will, 


abide and upbraid them, for their a- 
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bave already ſhewn) the Laſhes of 


F 3 the greateſt Power, who could have de- 
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ments, 


human Contrivance, becanſe, it never 


1 5 —_— ok wt nol 


There is no God, Conſcience will ſtill 
1 Devices and Works. For (as 
| Conſcience have not eſcaped Men of 
$<4 the Jafliction of human Puniſh- 


1 

nts, and lived. arbitrarily, without 
the leaſt Controul, in gratifying their 
Luſts and brutal Paſſions. bbs. 

Conſcience deſcends from a more no- 
:& ble Original than human Artifice and 
y Policy; for it was born with Man, be- 
2x fore Law-givers and Politicians exiſted, 
mand always had noble and real Effects 
m | upon Mankind, for their Goqd and Ad- 
vantage: Tho'no one was privy to Cain 
is | murdering his Brather, who was it 
2- | but Conſcience that made him cry out, 
f | My Puniſhment is forer than TI can bear, 
g | every one that ſees me will kill ne? It 
s | is thought by Commentators, that the 


6. | Mark put upon him, was a pannick Fear 
and Trembling, occaſioned, no doubt, 
d | from the Terror of his Conſcience, an 
h | uſual Conſequence of ſo black a Crime. 
J. This inward Monitor frequently lays 
|, | an Arreſt upon Men; it reftrains them 
Il | from open as well as ſecret Evil and 
- {| Injuftice ; It proyokes them to do, (and 
s | gives them Satisfaction in doing) what- 
f | ever is upright and juſt. Therefore the 
£. | Pleaſnre and Troubles that it occaſions, 
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among Mankind, and to be univerſal. V 


ly received as an infallible Truth. For 
Men every where find the Workings 
of Conſcience ſo real, that hey produce 
Ferplextties, which the whole World 
cannot remove; @ wounded Conſtience 
Who can bear; Again, they create 
ſuch Peace and Satisfaction in Men, 
that neither the World nor themſelves, 
by any other Workings of their own 
Souls, could lead themſelves into, A 
good Conſcience is a perpetual Feaſt, 
which all the various Eleaſuręs of the 
World cannot furniſh, ſince all here is 
but Yanity of Vaniti:1, and vexation of 
Spirit. This Conſideration muſt needs 
inſure us, that there is an Intercourſe 
between God and our Conſciences, 
and that it hath a peculiar - Deri- 
vation from, and Relation to him, 
and is not begotten by a ſlaviſn ſubje- 
Qed Credulity to vain impoſed Phan- 
toms, and empty Nothings. Indeed, I 
. own that the Conſcience may be erro- 


neous ; but this confirms, and nowiſe 


deſtroys this inward Principle. Thus, 


. tho? Men fall into the thickeſt Dark- 
neſs, about the Object and Manner of 


Wor- 


4 


Worſhip, yet the Principle of Con- 
ſcience and Worſhip ſtil} remains; 
and tho' the Worſhip 1s directed to 
falſe Gods, yet this ttil] ſhews,- that 
the whole World acknowledges a Deity, 
worthy of the higheſt Veneration, who 
governs all Things, and will reward 
or puniſh Men in a future State, conform 
to the Goodaeſs or Maligni:y of their 
Actions. 8 | 

' Secondly, It is objeQed, that all Men 
are not p1onbled with this we call Con- 
ſcience ; for many bave no ſuch Thing, 
nor find any Workings of it in them- 
ſelves, conſequent]y, that this Principle 
is not univerial, * . 

To this I anſwer, Fhat it is not re- 
quiſite, that every Univerſal fhonld be. 
made up of each individual Particular. 
It there be Fools who fay, There is no 
God, that they are conſtious of ; if there 
be ſome Ideots and Madmen in the 
World, ſhould. not Mankind in gene- 
ral be denominated Rational? Tho' 
ſome are born Blind, yet Eye-fight (I 
hope) is univerſal. For untverſat Con- 
ſent lies in that true Proportion it bears 


0 the univerſal Reaſon of the World, 


in- 
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including either the greater or bettet 
Part of Mankind. That ſome wickec 
Men, either fooliſhly ignorant, or per 
verſely peeviſh, have denyed the plain 
eſt, either moral or divine, Truths 
does not deſtroy the Univerſality there- 
of, nor their Reaſonableneſs. Fooliſh| 
Men may deny what they pleaſe, but 
we feel Motion in them, tho* one de- 
nyed it; and the Philoſopher confuted 
him by walking. Juſt ſo do the Atheiſt 
deny Qualms of Conſcience; bnt I ap- 
peal to their Humanity, that is not 
void of Reaſon, calling them to an 
account for their Actions. No ridi- 
culous Thing has ever ſprung into 

. the World, but that it has ſome Au 
thors. Ari/totle f tells us, There wer 
Some that affirmed a Thing might be, an 
might not be at the ſame Time, Di 
that any Way overthrow the Generali 
ty of that Maxim in Reaſon, that no- 
thing was poſſible and impoſſible a 
the ſame Time. Cicero, (i) likewif: 
acquaints us, That nothing could be /{ 
abſurd, that had not ſome Philoſopbe 


0 


. 


rern 
1 — * 
— , 


* 4 <atvod « p 
: - Las : I. 14 — 
— — * 7 1 ** 7 — 
' > —— ES — w 5 
-” . — — w — ws + * > * « 
- — — * - - 5 
* — a> * — — — A I 
— 4 — — — TY 
———— 1 _——> —— — ” — * — — — - — 
- — —— — — — 
- 3 — - — — _* - — — - 


— — — — 


n 


2 — — 


_ 13 — . cw 
— — — PR 


x 
. 
WY | 
| 
: N 
4 


— a OZ. ——— »——— 88 


| 


* 


+ Metaph.B, 4. C. 4. () De Nat. Deorf 


tel 
kec 
per 
ain 
iths 


no- 
le a 


he 
Pp 75 


# 4 * 


Deor 


& % Tho 


for its Patron. Suppoſe a Man has | 
debauched' himſelf into ſo great a Sot= | 


tiſuneſs, that he has no uſe of Reaſon ; 
ſappote a Man has lived ſo long, that 
he dotes and is Childiſh, will any ſay 


therefore, that Reaſon is not an uni- 


verſa] Principle? If the Atheiſt, ſay. 
Theſe Things happen upon particular 
Accidents, ſo, fay I, does the other, if 
ever any fuch Thing happens. Where 


| will you find a Man without ſome Con- 


feience ! But ſuppoſe a Man, by 


God's particular Permiſſion, has for 2 
| Time extinguiſhed the Exerciſe of that 


Principle, and has taken much Pains. 
to bear 1t; Does that argue, that there, 
never was in him ſuch a Principle as 
Conſcience { Or, doss it not rather 


| eſtabliſh the Truth of it? The Athe- 
will often tell you, That what Men 


call Conſcience, is nothing but Melan-. 
choly and moroſe Thought, ariſing from 


>Wilt Peeviſb Humours, But it may be ſtrong- 


be e 


iy preſumed, he finds ſome Image of 
it in himſelf, that makes him able ſo to 

Nick-name it in others. Let any the 
moſt profeſſed Atheiſt tell me, Whether 


ver he got for any Time, rid of his 


'onſcience, withont being at ſome 
D Trou 


21 


Trouble to oppoſe it? Let bim dreſt 
it ub as he will, and oppoſe it un- 


der what Nonon he pleaſes ! Yet it is 


evident, he landed in this World with 


ſuch a Principle, and he can never ſo 
ſtifle it, but that it may revive. Let 
any Man intoxicate himſelf, yet his Rea- 
{on will have a Reſurrection. He can- 
not immerge that Principle, unleſs he 


drown his Being. When he awakes, 


he will find he is a Man, tho' he con- 


tributed what he could by the. Fumes 


of ſtrong Drink to make himſelf a 
Beaſt, to throw off Reaſon and Conſct» 
ence that checked him for his atroct- 
ous Crimes, and monſtrous Infidelity. 


But when Sleep has diſſipated the in-. 


toxicating Spirits, their awakened Con- 


ſcience ill recoil with double Force, 


to gall and torment him, by repreſen- 


ting ih their Sbaſtly and dire Shapes 
all the Furies cf Hell, all he armed Fer- 
rors and Artillery of an incenſed Gd, 
that are ready to be diſcharged upon his 


wicked Head. and to tumble Soul and 


Body into an Abyſs of eternal Fire and 
Brimſtone. The Roman Emperors, who 


triumphed moſt in pretending Atheiſm, 


( threatning the Wind and the Clouds) be- 
tray d upon every ſmall Occaſion the dread- 
IL 3 3 fulleſt 


— 


* 


. 

fulbeſt Fears imaginable. Julian the A poHte, 
w:3 at laſt forc'd to cry ont, O Galilea» ! * 
baſt overcome me The gi eat Hector of the ( 
Epicurus himſelf, was the moſt eminent Ck 
ard that ever breathed, in thoſe 'T':ings he 
moſt defied , nothing frighted any Man wore, 
than theſe two Things did him, Death and 
the Gods, as CiceFp reports. His Atoms tad 

nt (lved his C ,onſcience, nor cure him, it 
Genin of his Fears, he was certain of them, tho 


he bottomed all the World upon Chance. How 


many are to he ſeen daily, that when they 
think they have ſafely inter their Con ſci- 
ence, when they come to an Extremity, ſoon 
find a Revival of it again? Man cannot total- 


ly obliterate his Conſciegce, upl:ſs it be in 


tome very extraordinary Caſe, where, as a ſig- 


It is the great Truſtee for God in the World, 

and naturally diſtinguiſhes between Good and 
Evil. This is the great Means by which God 
will. judge the wor Ja 

cording to their Light, when the Conſciences 
of Men ſhall perform that great Office of accu- 
ling or excuſing in the Great Day of Accounts. 


He will deal with Men ac- 


nal Judgment of God, it is extinguiſhed z for 


From what has been ſaid, I thall diaw 


ſome profitable Inferences. | 
i. I cannot ſuppoſe a rational Man without 5 


the Impreſlions and Apprehenſions of a Deity, 
tho' he ſtruggles to ſmcther. the Checks of 


Conſcience, that he may give full ſwing to. 
Manner of intem- 


perate Pleaſures by leading an impious Life, 
» WW | , 


his Luſts, and ſwim in a 


. 
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neither denying one Luſt, nor the leaſt Impor- 


tunity of ſinful Deſires. Tho' wicked Men 
may put on an Air of chearfulneſs, yet they 
only act in Diſguiſe, while they carry Guilt 


about them. In the midſt of ſuch conſtrained 


Jollity, there is nothing but Madneſs and Fol- 
Iy. Ecclef. vii. 3. Melancholy Thoughts will 
diſturb their ſeeming Happineſs and Encou- 
ragements, but a Man that is at Peace with 
God, himſelf and his Neighbours, has nothin 

to fear, nothing to interrupt their Delights, all 
the fading Glories of this deceitful Earth, can- 
not procure ſuch inward Joy, as ſpring from 


the Complacency of a Mind, in living up to 


the Order and Perfection of his Nature, di- 
rected hy Reaſon and Grace. 2 
2. Iam convinced, that the practical Atheiſt 
who really profeſles the Belief of a God, and 


the Admonitions of Conſfience, and yet acts 
. contrary to his Belief ; I am convinc'd, (I ſay) 


that ſuch a one does not only great Prejudice 
to Religion, by bad Example, but will encreaſe 
his own Condemnation. 5 

3. There are others again, who are not ſo profli- 


gate, but as to the main, lead Lives ſuitably to the 
. Chriſtian Doctrine: But let me as ſuch, if, when 
ever they ſm againſt Conſcience, do they immediate+ 


iy bewail their Guilt, repent and amend e Do they 


© , *always examine their Conſcience, by the Rule of na- 


believe in Gad? Does your awakened Conſcience diſ- 
cover the brightneſs of his divine Majeſty, and the 


errors of bis Fuftice ? Why then are not all your 


. tion 


( 24 ) 


"i Aion: ſquared according to bis bleſſed Vi? 


do you not keep your Conſciences pure aud undefiled; 


void of Offence towards God and Man? Why are 
you guilty of deliberate preſumptuous Sins, that will 
bring down the Vengeance of. God, if they are not 


forſaken, by Contrition and an upright Life ? Re- 


member, that when yon act contrary to the Honour 


of your, Sovereign, you in Effect deny bis Authority, 


and bis Power. Why call ye me Lord, Lord, 
and do not theſe things which I ſay ? Not every 
one, &c. || If you profeſs that you know God, 


but in Works deny him, how abominable, how : 
| you, and unto every good 
| Work reprobate 7 5 
4. Let then a Conſciouſneſe of no habitual Wick- 
edneſs, be your Brazen Wall and Armor of Defence, 

againſt the Wiles of the Devil. Put on the whole Ar- 

mor of God, by adorning the Doctrine of Chrift * 
| with a ſuitable Converſation. Repent ye of your 


diſobedient are 


# - 


Sins, that they may be blotted ont when the Times 


of refreſhing. ſhall come from the Preſence of the 
rd. Reverence your Conjczences, and fland. in 
ame of them, having a great Regard to their Tei- 


mony and Verdict. For if your hearts condemn 
yon not; then have you confidence towards 
God. For Conſcience is a domeſtick Fudge, and 


next to the ſupreme Majeſty of Heaven and Earth. © 
Every Man ſhould be afraid to offend his own Conv 
ſcience, which, when ever he knowingly does amiſs, 
will ſeverely laſh him. There is certainly no ſuch” . 
Comfort under the Evil: and Aflictions of this Life, . | 
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faithful Witneſs in our Breaſie, of our own 
MNOCeNcy 8 | | 

q. Pray take c re not to harden your Conſciences, 
by making Shipwreck of Frith and a good Conſci- 
ence, I.. God ſpoul i forſake you, aud render your 

Conſeiences ſear'd as with. a bot [ron + t ur pa 

all Feeling and then God may juſtly ſwear, That 


you ſhall not enter into his Reſt 


6. Would you never be afl Ted in oul, (k then livs 


do that which is good, and you hall have Frai ſi of 
the ſame. Wouldft thou get 11d of a wounded Con- 


ſcience, Pray then get rid of your Sins: and (od 


will fill your Souls with the bleſſed Fruits of Love, 


egets a Man's Spirit more, than the Terror of a 
guilty Conſcience. ſo nothing exhilarates the Spirits 
more, than the Conſcience of holy and good Life, 


#bich bath brought Glory to God. and Good to Men, 
A comfortable Death, free from the Stings and Up- 
' braidings, the T:rror and Io: tures, the Conf uſiong 


and Amazings of a guilty Conſci:nce, is a Happi- 
meſs ſo deſirable, as to be well worth the be Care 


and Endeavour of a Man's whole Lifs. He can 


with Courage and. Faith lou Heath in the Face, and 


Hands of a faithful Creator and merciful Redeem- 
er, triumphirg with St. Paul, I've fought the, &c. 
7. But alas, the Man who regards neither God, 


nor the Voice of his Conſcience, hath a moſt diſmal 


Proſped before him of the final Event of all. When 


ever 


nas -- "» 4 +> 


well. Would you not be afraid of your Conſcience, 


Foy and Peace. As at the Hour of Death. nothing 


eommit his Soul to God in well doing, as into the 


P » eee 


1 


tres be caſts bis Fye beyond this preſent Seeve of 


Thives, wt erin his Mind is toſſed too and fro in 
ſuck i fit Uncertainiies's, ere be ſees nothing 


but dijn.al Horrors avs Tragedy nothing but Dark = 


feſs. Wretchedveſs, and Leſpair; voti ivy but An. 
ii ſy to lis Mind: wothing to accompany hin: but 
Ir vili ana damned Gboſts, M Hilſt be is walkivg 
thro this ſhort Ircloſure of I'me,” at every ftrp bs. 


feels lim felf prickes Ly Lis own Canes, Fears, and. 


Arxieties, which like Eriars grew round bim; and. 
en he looks ever the Tale into the raft Field off 
Eternity, there be ſees nothing but dire and borrid 
Spe@acles ; votlim but (ur yirg Wrath and Venge- 
dice to per ſecute Lim to eterval Ages. 


8. Fut be who makes lis Con ſc ience his Guide, - 
bas always good Weather within, and a clear Sky a=. 


tort im; be adts covformable to his Duty, and 
wortly of Iimſelf A being tins crowned with 
the Applauſes of is own Cor ſcieyce. Le goes tri- 
umpl ant ij on thro' all the Difficulizes of Life, vait- 
ing for an Eterval Reward in the Glos ies that fhall 
be revealed. Tie & his own Þ1tegiity raijes 
him to a glorioag Hope, whereon like dAofſes, be 


Hands on the Top of Viſvah, ſurveying the heaven- 
ly Canaan, whoſe fxijul S abounds with eve 
good, and flows with ev: rlaflivg Pleaſi e. He ſees 
that the Labour of bis Love will be rewarded with. 
endleſs Reft and Felicity, I ith the Froſpective. 
of bis Faith and F'cpe, he Feholds Angels and. 


Saints with Crowrs of Giory on their Heads, cal- 


ling to him towale baſte thitber, and come into the 
joyous Parttcipaticn of their Ha py tortty. This 
glorious Expectation makes Lim go on thro all tb 
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Stages 57 this 2555 with dbokiadious 
e r e e 
# "he Ed, cc. Jon he ſees the Atcom Fe 
5 F Ds + Hopes, in the Fyj joyment nf. Al thoſe 

ths that bis da /t burn Deſres ran Ay 
Seele to eternal Ag m: 8 

As then jon tender you o Ha an [Se 
5 Temporal and eternal, be oe 3s to lead; 
the remainder of your "Lives by a, fincere Confein 
ence, I Wat cd by Reaſon and Religion, which wall 
not on betyicate you from the great. Difficulties 
A Trrplexit ier of thin Bie, but alſo erown you with 
imo tal Eaſe and Happineſs in the Life ta chme. 

10. Finally, Vill your Conſciences be Nitneſ- 


Fes For dr. 15 you it the la Day? Be perſuaded 


. then, to lead ſuch pious Lives, as that your Cone 
encos may veßoice, that in Simplicity and godly Sin- 
eerity, un habe hal your Converſation. in the 
Conſcience, 
- that will acgd Hou Men and Angels, 
will be mat Tefroſhing and raviſſing. But if you, 


hoe neglected the D Duties of Religion, that meeeſ> . 
forilyanſes the Being of the m 725 High and 
Great God ; then before the la | awful 


una, 1 
Conſcioje Des 4 and ale on of not . 
mg to her . and Niewie * 

gert Mid deptorable't e 4 
25 not i 7255 only this C | 
1 us all to lrve u to the n | 

rightful Conference, which v u 4 

eee here, and Peace at the L [the 
n Fruition.of the beatifick Vifon it eternal... 
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